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RELIGION AT A STATE UNIVERSITY
FROM THE JEWISH POINT OF VIEW.

RABBI ABRAM SIMON, P H . D .

Washington, D. C.

The American university enjoys the fullest confidence of the
public. As the home of the humanities, the apostle of academic
freedom and progress, the inspirer of idealism, the torch-bearer
of knowledge and the exemplar of the democracy of learning it
captures the imagination and affection of the youth of the land.
American leadership is being born and nourished in our halls of
learning. The university to-day more than ever before is moulding
the men who are moulding public opinion. In other words, the
university is opening its windows on life.

This accounts for the breath of civic earnestness and the aca-
demic elasticity which are sweeping through its halls and desks.
No longer the closed cloister of secluded and aristocratic scholar-
ship, it has come out into the open as the forum for the development
of American manhood and womanhood. The old scandal that it
was the hotbed of atheism, irreligion, and finely spun theories has
been buried. It glories in being a laboratory of citizenship on the
highest plane of scholarship, freedom and truth.

The university has deepened our conviction that education is
larger than instruction, that training is more vital than knowledge.
No idealism is alien to it. Is it not an auspicious sign of the times
that the university has found a place in its curriculum for a study
of Religion and the Bible, and for which several universities give
academic credit, whether these studies be pursued in their halls or
outside thereof under their supervision? This appreciation of the
intellectual and educational value of all human cultures shows the
enlarging scope of the American college, and prompts the hope of its
wider extension. In line with this progressive advance, is not the
next step forward the inclusion in its curriculum of, and the giving
of academic credit under its rigid authorities, for Jewish religion,
Jewish history, and Jewish apologetics, when scientifically pursued
in other schools of recognized standing? Ought we not to stand-
ardize all worthy human cultures and noble aspirations of men as
of equal educational importance? Will not such a plan make for
tolerance of differing standpoints; will it not tend to wipe out
ignorance and superstition; will it not be increasingly helpful in
widening the area and the cultivation of goodwill among all?
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38 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

In the meanwhile, the efforts of the Jewish Chautauqua rise
into relief and call for an adequate consideration. The Jewish
Chautauqua Society is a fluid university for popularizing Jewish
history and learning. Its double ambition is to educate the Jew
in his own treasures and to present the same as an indispensable
element in the culture of the Christian student. We have welcomed
the opportunity of presenting this department of our labor before
the students at several summer assemblies of four leading universi-
ties. This work has never been propagandistic. The Chautauqua
refuses to stoop from its high academic aim. It wants the student
to view culture from every angle. It treasures the hope that from
this unprejudiced standpoint the goal of goodwill is easier of attain-
ment. It cherishes the conviction that the teachers who know and
are tolerant are the best moulders of the impressionable mind of
childhood.

For two seasons mine was the rare privilege of delivering
courses of lectures on Jewish Education and Jewish History before
students of the University of Virginia Summer Assembly. I wish
to record the fact that the Chautauqua lectureship was heartily
welcomed by the university authorities. I was put on the same level
with other professors, and was not hemmed in by any restrictions
of method or material. Academic freedom was not only granted
to me but was expected from me. No one ever thought of abusing
this splendid prerogative. The warmth of welcome and the con-
tinued evidences of comradeship left no room for doubting the pas-
sion of truth which filled the breasts of those who came to my
lecture room. The students were hungry to know, and their pointed
questions evinced a willingness to hear all sides. They desired to
get at fundamentals rather than to split hairs over differences which
were at best only incidental. Statements which were diametrically
opposed to their own ideas were received with a fine chivalry of
openness. Their co-operation in the work, their regular attendance
at the inconvenient hour of twelve, their presence at the lectures
notwithstanding that it brought them no academic credit, the in-
creasing interest manifested by many citizens of the community,
and the frequent evenings at the Short Story Hour during which I
narrated many of the stories and romances of our early and later
literature, all of these facts led me to believe that my work at the
university was a contribution to the growth of goodwill, tolerance,
and general culture.

The students were particularly desirous of understanding the
purpose and principles of Reform Judaism, the attitude of the
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MORAL VALUES IN FAMILY CELEBRATIONS 39

modern Jew towards Jesus and the New Testament, and his rela-
tion to the birth and growth of the Renaissance era. The Chau-
tauqua must, in view of this desire for truth, enlarge its means for
popularizing Jewish knowledge. No student who wants to know
ought be denied the privilege of winning his quest from firsthand
and reliable sources.

MORAL VALUES IN FAMILY CELEBRATIONS
WILLIAM NORMAN HUTCHINS, P H . I X

It is doubtful if many parents are aware of the high moral
forces which are liberated by wisely regulated family celebrations.
Such festive occasions are usually made an end in themselves and
no thought is given to their moral effect. Whatever good they may
accomplish takes place without forethought and without observa-
tion.

Family celebrations make for family loyalty. Rightly conceived
and properly conducted they exalt the family in the estimatibn of
the child and increase its significance in comparison with other
social groups. Without being elaborate such- occasions may be
made significant, and when they are, they furnish rich material for
the play of the imagination, and are sure to heighten the child's
appreciation of his group and contribute to the development and
enrichment of family loyalty. And it is this contribution to loyalty
that gives to family celebrations a genuine moral value.

For what is the problem of moral and religious education?
Taken in the large, is it not the problem of enlisting childhood and
youth on the side of goodness, truth, and service, the calling out
and strengthening of devotion to high ideals and noble purposes,
the development and enrichment of loyalty to the supreme values ?
The test of a life is its trend and it is the loyalties that determine
its trend. Indeed the religious life of the child, as Henry F. Cope
has forcibly declared, is essentially a matter of loyalty. And the
religious home, with its atmosphere of love and its fine idealism is
the primary source and inspiration of that loyalty which is the basis
of all morality.

Sooner or later, however, the home comes into competition with
other social groups and the habits, ideals, and moral judgments
which it has begotten and fostered, find strong rivals in the school,
the playground, and the street. The crucial nature of that conflict
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